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lagara Falls
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There are many wonders of the world. To name a few: The
Great Pyramids of Giza, The Hanging Gardens of Babylon, The
Taj Mahal, and even our Delhi Akshardham. All these wonders
of the world have one thing in common — they were made by
man. So, what about the natural wonders, the ones made by
God? Places such as the Himalayas, the Grand Canyon, and
the rainforests are natural wonders of the world. One of the
most visited natural wonders of the world is the Niagara Falls.
[t is also known as Horseshoe Falls because of its horseshoe
shape.

Niagara Falls is a huge waterfall, measuring over 3000 ft. long
and 176 ft. high. Over 750,000 gallons of water per second
flows over its’ edge! Niagara Falls is named after a Native
American word Onguiaahra, meaning ‘the Strait’. [t is known
all around the world for its vastness and beauty. It has an
amazing history.

Niagara Falls stopped flowing on 29 March, 1848 when an ice
jam on the upper river hampered any water from reaching the
falls.
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Every night, Niagara Falls is illuminated by coloured lights,
which enhance the beauty of the majestic falls.

Twenty percent of all the freshwater in the world is in the
Great Lakes and most of that flows over the Falls.

A hydroelectric plant built on the Niagara River gives out
up to 44 million kilowatts (five million horsepower) of power.

Over the years many daredevils have tried to cross
the Niagara Falls, both deliberately and accidentally. The
first person ever to go over and survive was a 63-year
old schoolteacher, Ann Taylor. She went over the falls in a
wooden barrel and only got bumps and bruises! The next
person to try was Bobby Leach in a steel barrel; he survived,
but broke both his kneecaps in the process. In 1985, Robert
Overcracker rode a jet ski to the edge of the Falls and jumped
off to promote awareness of the homeless. Unfortunately,
his parachute did not release and he plunged to his death.
The most recent and amazing of the daredevils is Kirk Jones
who went off the falls from Canada in nothing but the clothes
on his back. He survived but received a fine for $2,300 and
was banned from Canada for the rest of his life!

Pramukh Swami visited the Niagara Falls during his 1974
tour of North America. After visiting Niagara Falls, Swamishri
wrote in a letter to the London Yuvak Mandal, “No wonder
in this world can equal the three wonders, Maharaj, Swami
and Yogiji Maharaj. After seeing them nothing else remains
to be seen.”
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