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Half-Golden Mongoose!

A great sage lived in the
forest. He was very
compassionate. Anyone who
came to his ashram for help
was never turned away.

One day, he had just sat
down to eat when he saw
another rishi walking his way.

The sage had travelled
far and wide to gather his
food. But how could he turn
away someone in need. He
gave up his all his food to the
visiting rishi. The guest had his
meal, thanked the sage and
left on his way.

Just then, a mongoose
happened to pass by.
Accidently, he walked through
the leftovers of that visiting
rishi. The mongoose was
shocked! Half of his body had
turned to gold! From then on,
the mongoose visited every
sacrifice or auspicous event
and walked through the waste,
but he never turned to gold.

Friends, today you have to prepare this story and
present it to the parents.
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Around the same time, the
Pandavs held a great yagna
and fed thousands of
Brahmins. The mongoose
thought this was his chance!
Surely he would turn to gold.
He rolled around in all the
leftovers. Yet, nothing
happened!

He was upset. He marched
up to the Pandavs and said,
"You're yagna is not half as

pious as that lone sage in the
woods." He told them the
whole story and the Pandavs
were left thinking.

They realised the sage's
sacrifice was greater because
he had given it with the pious
intention to serve - not to gain

praise. Also, he had given
something he had earned with
this own efforts. They had
given riches they had taken
from another king.

Remember, you have to perform this story in front
of Mom and Dad.

Fun with Family
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