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Gokarna

5

The brothers were soon old enough

for school. Their father thought it was
best for them to study under a guru.

There was once a Brahmin family that lived along the bank of the Tungbhadra. This family
had four members — a mother, a father and two sons. The elder son was wonderfully
handsome, while the younger one was ugly. His ears were shaped like the ears of a cow,
and so people called him Gokarna, or ‘cow ears’. Even his mother treated him badly,
favouring his elder brother instead.

o . e
Here is a sweet
for you, my dear

e —————

But our elder son \
Dhundhukari is too

N

It’s now t|me for
us to send our

sons to study in
an ashram under

delicate to live far off
in an ashram. | don’t
want to send him

No! It’s not for you. You get \ A\ ]

whatever you want yourself! {

Mother can | have
one too, please?

We should send
Gokarna. He’s use-
less here anyway.

The Brahmin and his wife thus sent Grna
away to study in an ashram. Gokarna loved
learning. And so he worked hard in school,

anywhere.

eventually earning him his guru’s blessings.

/Vidyavan\\
bhava! May
~ | you study well
A and become

GU"-'J" | have |/\0- ned so

. learned by much in
heart all the such a
Sh|°k‘=‘s YOU [ short time.
taught me. '

You've ‘

Dhundhukarl, on the other hand, became spoiled because
of his mother’s coddling.

" Give me my |
money. | |

know it was / '

you who
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) Hey tr\;thls S Dhundhukari had begun troubling his aged parents as
quuo; Il take What a | well. With no other option, the poor Brahmin and his

4 wife decided to leave their elder child to be on his own.
| you to another ] : :

great
time. |

—_—— B — i
w Get out of || You are evil. You have
T 23 here, you ruined the family
good-for-noth-| name. | no longer wish

_inghag! & to live in this house.

) S

L)
i But soon after, Dhundhukari’s evil friends
| too have become -
. . murdered him.
tired of your daily

troubles.

You have cheated o ‘M__i
me. You won't live | | Go away. I call | ‘I ;
to see tomorrow! | | your bluff... £ <

1
. ‘@ . I don’t need either | (&
‘{ L_" 1 of you. Leave this \

' house instantly!

N

" 0 Lord! Please liberate my brother. | O Lord! Is there any way
- in which he can be freed?

T T

Your brother is a

Chant God’s name
it )‘ sinner. | cannot

and sing his praises

through katha. ;
Nuch good %
deeds will |

Gokarna thus began speaking of God'’s . | ¥
glory by doing katha on the Shrimad : ‘ Izieoar::)l:n:; A;V‘;’;ys
Bhagavat, one of Hinduism’s holiest Kk O g g . otay y |
shastras. Dhundhukari listened to the | [} ; from bafi company;
katha while residing in a nearby bam- | ~ | addictions,

boo stick. Each day that the katha dishonesty, violence

continued, one of the bamboo’s knots iﬁ‘ " and adultery. Never |
would burst, representing i ' eat meat. And ;
Dhundhukari’s gradual climb towards >

—, 1

liberation. Gokarna knew that it
would not be long before his brother | LI
was finally free. [

always worship God f'
with devotion.

}'.
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