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reclined on his bed at night to sleep. Till then, 
there were no adverse signs in his health. If there 
were, then Swamishri had not voiced them to 
anyone.

However, the medical experts were 
shocked on checking Swamishri’s pulse. 
The worrying and erratic pulse rate was an 
imminent sign of danger and that something 
terrible was happening to his heart. On further 
investigation, it became clear that at 90 years 
Pramukh Swami Maharaj was suffering his 
second heart attack. Emergency treatment was 
given and expert doctors soon arrived. They 
all unanimously decided, “The next 72 hours 
are critical. Therefore, Swamishri must take 
complete bed rest. The slightest movement 
may prove to be fatal for him.”

However, the next morning, Swamishri 
expressed, “I want to go to the mandir for 
Thakorji’s darshan.”

The doctors strongly advised against it and 
refused. But Swamishri still went for darshan. 
He eagerly did darshan of Thakorji as per his 
daily routine, without the slightest trace of 
worry or haste. The following morning, in spite 
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increases. So, I am not shouldering the task; I 
am following his instruction. Thus, by obeying 
his instruction he protects us. Whether the 
result is good or otherwise Bhagwan is still the 
all-doer. By understanding this single thing I 
do not feel any burden. Accept whatever that 
comes your way due to his wish.”

The youths asked another question, “When 
we are honoured we feel joyous and proud. 
However, what thought do you get when you 
are being honoured?”

“I cannot even break a baked papad. 
[Bhagwan is the all-doer, so] it is Bhagwan who is 
being honoured. Having obeyed his commands 
and pleased him, all the honour [given to me] 
is all due to him. People honour and call me by 
believing that I am His. Otherwise, who would 
call me? Therefore, keep the motive of how to 
obey Shriji Maharaj’s commands and how to 
please others, and remain a humble servant 
while doing your work.”

Swamishri revealed his thoughts about 
believing Bhagwan to be the all-doer in order 
to feel burden-free.
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inclinations. One cannot expect all to follow or 
do what one wishes. So, when one humbly does 
one’s work, one can win everyone’s mind. What 
a difference there is between saying, ’Father’s 
wife’ and ’Mother’! One should learn to speak 
politely. 

“When someone comes to you with a 
complaint, instead of refusing him, say ’I’ll look 
into it and think about it’. Half the work will 
be done when one exercises self-control in one’s 
speech. Forget the opposition of those who are 
against you and behave well with them, and 
also take their advice. Then, they will start 
supporting you. So, if anyone has done anything 
[against you], don’t be bitter towards him. By 
being bitter no work will be accomplished. Be 
calm and peaceful while talking to him. 

“During a meeting, when you allow others 
to talk 50 percent of the time, then they will 
listen to you. So, deal with others in such a 
way that there are no conflicts and arguments. 
Work with a compromising nature. One does 
not become small by taking another’s advice. 
To the contrary, one’s greatness increases. So, 
keep these things in mind.”
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she wrote a letter to Swamishri, “If you want 
me to live then bless me with a son. And, if 
you do not wish me to have a son then take 
me to Dham!”

Another woman, who desired for a male 
child, wrote to Swamishri, “You had blessed my 
husband [for a male child] and thus you would 
liberate his family, his forefathers and the future 
generations. So, with faith in your blessings, we 
planned for another child after having a girl 
child. I, too, started doing daily puja and also 
prepared for the satsang exams. I had stopped 
eating onions and garlic and prayed [for a boy] 
at the Akshar Deri. But, Bhagwan has betrayed 
me – another baby girl was born! Those who sin 
still get a male child, whereas I, in spite of my 
faith and devotion, got this result! I am hurt, so 
now I’ve stopped doing puja.”

Swamishri’s answer to their problem was, 
“Bhagwan is the all-doer. Therefore, accept the 
result and you’ll be happy. The birth of a girl 
child makes her a member of your family. So, 
whatever that has happened is for your good. 
Stay in accordance with Shriji Maharaj’s agna 
[command], and do not think otherwise!”
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every few days to the hospital for dressings. 
Why does God give such pain to devotees?” 
His concern for the devotee was evident.

Swamishri replied, “He may be a staunch 
devotee, but often he has to suffer his destiny. 
God allows him to suffer it all, so that he does 
not have to take birth again and attains Ak-
shardham.”

“Is there no other way for such a staunch 
devotee?”

“Deficiencies have to removed! By giving 
such misery, God removes the devotee’s attach-
ment for the world, maya and his body. The dev-
otee then pleads, ‘O Lord! Please take me from 
here.’ So, God gives misery for our good. All  
the deficiencies that remain in us are removed. 
We become pure, so our focus does not go an-
ywhere except on God. Then, even while en-
gaged in worldly duties, one’s mind remains on 
God.”

“What you say is right. But at least God 
should look at the plight of such staunch 
devotees.”

“He certainly sees and wants to take him 
to Akshardham this time. When he becomes 
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woke up. Amid the serene silence, he could 
hear a faint murmuring of ‘Swaminarayan… 
Swaminarayan…’

He wondered, “There’s no one else in this 
room, except for Swamishri and me. So, where 
is this murmuring coming from?” He sat up 
and noticed Swamishri sitting cross-legged on 
his bed, chanting the mantra with eyes closed 
and intense concentration.

He waited for 30 minutes till Swamishri 
finished. And as Swamishri leaned back to sleep, 
the attendant supported his recline. Swamishri 
was surprised. 

The attendant asked, “What were you 
praying for?”

“There is a severe drought in India. Without 
water people will face many difficulties. So, I 
was praying for the rains,” Swamishri revealed.

“But why at night?”
“In the day’s busy schedule there’s no 

time.”
“How long have you been praying like 

this?”
“Whenever it’s possible,” Swamishri replied 

without elaborating.
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studying the BAPS Sanstha and Swamishri. He 
was astonished to see Swamishri satisfactorily 
guide countless devotees daily through their 
myriad problems.

So, in that context, he asked Swamishri, 
“Outwardly, it seems you have no experience 
of worldly life. Yet, how are you able to give 
guidance to questions in that regard?”

Swamishri said, “God has all the experience.”
“Do you ever feel doubts that sometimes 

you may have given one answer, but then later 
think that it would have been better to answer 
in another way?”

“No, I never feel like that.”
“For example, if you had given guidance 

to someone to run a business and they suffer 
losses, do you regret and feel that you should 
have told them not to do business?”

“No. God inspires the answer. God knows 
the past, present and future. Eventually, whatever 
is beneficial for that devotee will happen. So, I 
do not regret,” Swamishri answered.  
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feelings that nobody was able relate to his 
humble background.

Chhagan’s financial circumstances were 
very weak – he even had to fix his pan to bake 
rotlos with a wire because he could not afford a 
new one. No one could imagine that he faced 
such daily struggle, considering the joy with 
which he sang.

After singing, he also narrated some of his 
memories with Yogiji Maharaj. Then, Swamishri 
called a photographer and he took a photograph 
of Chhagan, in his unkempt clothes, with 
Swamishri. Chhagan was overjoyed.

Thereafter, Swamishri continued his 
vicharan to Mumbai. The photographer was 
also with Swamishri. One day, Swamishri asked 
him, “Have you sent Chhagan that photo taken 
in Kurai?”

Swamishri was particular in ensuring that 
even the smallest of tasks were completed, even 
amid his busy workload.
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time you just said to him, ‘Do not watch TV,’ 
and he immediately stopped watching TV,” a 
devotee living in Washington said to Swamishri.

“Previously, I loved to eat tasty foods. In 
particular, on seeing mangoes my mouth would 
water. If I was not given some, I would get 
angry. But, ever since you told me ‘Eat mangoes 
in moderation, I don’t feel like eating them. 
That is the power of just one sentence of yours. 
In this way, remove all my drawbacks,” a sadhu 
once said to Swamishri.”

“I had began studying at university. By 
coming to satsang, I had the understanding to 
not become influenced by external temptations. 
But there, what was to happen, happened. I was 
drawn into and affected by bad company and 
failed my exams. To meet the costs I worked 
throughout the whole summer. I was pained 
within and regretful. Then, I heard in your dis-
course, ‘Joy resides only in following agna.’ This 
one sentence changed my life. At present I am 
studying for a PhD. That is the power of your 
one sentence.” This is the testimony of a yuvati 
from England in a letter to Swamishri.

Just one sentence of Swamishri’s can have a 
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the Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Christian, Jewish, 
Zoroastrian and other faiths also attended the 
meeting. A unanimous appeal for peace was 
conveyed to the public.

One day, the leaders of the student delega-
tion came to meet Swamishri. That evening, a 
farewell assembly had been arranged for Swam-
ishri before he departed for an overseas satsang 
visit. Thousands of devotees were present for 
this assembly. Everyone was excited since the 
overseas tour included the Suvarna Tula Mahot-
sav of Swamishri.

However, Swamishri’s meeting with the 
student leaders continued without an end in 
sight. The assembly started and continued 
without Swamishri. Then, the time for Swamishri 
to bless the assembly came. So, a coordinator 
came and requested Swamishri to come to the 
assembly. But, Swamishri told the assembly 
coordinator to wait a few minutes. When the 
coordinator again requested Swamishri, he gave 
the same reply. 

Even the student leaders knew of and ap-
preciated the significance and sentiments of the 
assembly. So, when the coordinator came a third 





103

form of God. So, he had total knowledge of 
everything. He knew the past, present and 
future. He had divine foresight. In worldly 
terms, he was the most intelligent among the 
intelligent. He established this Sanstha.

“Also, a capable saint like Yogiji Maharaj 
strengthened the foundations of this Sanstha. 
He initiated sadhus and with his blessings the 
number of sadhus has continued to increase. 
This indicates that the Sanstha’s work will 
continue to flourish. There will be no problem 
of any kind in that. The lives of the sadhus are 
full of dharma, jnan, vairagya and bhakti. The 
devotees are also dedicated and have nishtha. So, 
the Sanstha will become strengthened. At the 
root, it is God’s work and he will do it. So, the 
Sanstha will progress well, since the doers had 
foresight. There will always be a great focused 
person due to whom the Sanstha will always – 
after 100 years and even after that – continue 
to run smoothly. I have such faith. There will be 
no problem in that.”
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Swamishri said, “Whatever is Bhagwan’s 
wish.”

So, Krishnamurti said, “For us, you are our 
Bhagwan. So, you tell me…”

Interrupting him, Swamishri said, 
“Bhagwan is only Shriji Maharaj. I am his das, 
devotee.”

In Atladra, Dr Hemantbhai, who had come 
to receive blessings, said to Swamishri, “I say 
‘Jai Pramukh Swami’ when I perform operations 
and get 100% success.”

Swamishri said, “First you should say ‘Jai 
Swaminarayan’. I am merely a sevak.”
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GLOSSARY

A
adivasi	 tribal
agna	 spiritual or moral instruction, 

order, command
Akshar	 one of the five eternal realities. In 

its personal form, Akshar serves 
Purushottam in Akshardham 
and manifests as his choicest 
devotee on this earth

aksharrup	 one who has realized one’s true 
self as atma and attained the 
qualities of Akshar

arti	 worship ritual of waving lighted 
wicks before the murtis of God

atma	 the jiva, the soul, distinct from 
the physical, subtle, and causal 
bodies

atmarup	 one who has realized one’s true 
self as atma

B
balak	 child	
bhakti	 devotion to God
Brahman	 Akshar, Aksharbrahman
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brahmand	 universe comprising of a system 
of 14 realms, of which there are 
millions on various planes

bundi	 sweet food item

C
chhatralaya	 hostel

D
das	 servant
dhotiyu	 lower garment worn by men  

G
ganthiya	 fried, savoury snack food
gatariyu	 upper garment worn by a sadhu 

or parshad
gaushala	 cowshed
ghar sabha	 daily spiritual assembly 

amongst the family members 
in one’s home

H
hari	 a type of mandir where the 

pujari is a householder
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J
jnan	 spiritual knowledge

K
kanthi 	 double-threaded necklace, 

usually made of tulsi beads, 
received by satsangis upon 
initiation into the Satsang 
Fellowship, and worn as a sign 
of their affiliation to God

karyakar	 volunteer
khichdi	 spiced boiled rice and lentil 

grain
kishore	 teenager

M
mala	 rosary with 108 beads used for 

chanting God’s name
mandal	 group
maya	 anything that deviates one from 

the worship of God
murti	 sacred icon of God that is 

worshipped
murti-pratishtha	traditional Vedic ceremony 

in which murtis or images are 
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ritually installed in a mandir

N
nishtha	 faith; loyalty; conviction in the 

form of God
niyam	 moral and spiritual disciplines

P
padhramani	 visit by sadhus to sanctify a 

home or place
papad	 a light crispy item usually eaten 

with meals
parayan	 spiritual discourse
parshad	 a male renunciant who wears 

white  robes and observes the 
vows of celibacy

pattar	 wooden bowl for eating
prasad	 food sanctified by offering to 

God
pujan	 to worship, to render homage 

or reverence to a murti	
punya	 accrued merit from good deeds
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R
rajipo	 pleasing God and the Satpurush
rotlo	 a thick coarse bread made of 

millet flour, usually the staple 
diet of villagers 

	
S
samp	 harmony, unity
sanstha	 organization 
satsangi	 member of the Satsang 

felllowship. One who practices 
satsang

seva	 voluntary spiritual service
sevak	 one who serves
shikharbaddha 	mandir in which five artis are 

performed daily and worship 
of the deities is performed by 
sadhus

swabhav	 base nature

U
ukalo	 hot milk with condiments
upasana	 to offer worship to God by 

believing him to be the cause of 
all incarnations, eternally with 
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divine form, the all-doer and 
manifest

	
V
vairagya	 detachment from material 

objects and pursuits
vicharan	 spiritual touring 

Y
yuvati	 young woman




